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hardware type approval list to account 
for changes in specifications or new 
products offered by manufacturers. 
NMFS will file with the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication notifi-
cation listing such additions and/or 
amendments. 

(c) Communications specifications. The 
communications service provider must 
be approved by NMFS and must be able 
to provide all NMFS required func-
tions. NMFS will file with the Office of 
the Federal Register for publication 
notification listing the specifications 
for approved VMS communications 
service providers. As necessary, NMFS 
will make additions and/or amend-
ments to the VMS communications 
service providers type approval list to 
account for changes in specifications 
or new services offered by communica-
tions providers. NMFS will file with 
the Office of the Federal Register for 
publication notification listing such 
additions and/or amendments. 

(d) Installation and service activation. 
When installing and activating the 
NMFS-approved VMS unit, a vessel 
owner or operator must follow proce-
dures indicated on an installation and 
activation checklist obtained from 
NMFS. Re-installation shall require 
the same checklist. Upon completion of 
installation, the vessel owner must 
sign a statement certifying compliance 
with the installation procedures of the 
checklist and submit such certification 
to NMFS as indicated on the checklist. 
Vessels fishing prior to submission of 
the certification will be in violation of 
the VMS requirement. 

(e) Operation. Owners or operators of 
vessels permitted, or required to be 
permitted, to fish for HMS, that have 
pelagic or bottom longline gear or 
gillnet gear on board, and that are re-
quired to have a VMS unit installed, as 
specified in paragraph (a), must acti-
vate the VMS to submit automatic po-
sition reports beginning 2 hours prior 
to leaving port and continuing until 
the vessel returns to port. While at sea, 
the unit must operate without inter-
ruption and no person may interfere 
with, tamper with, alter, damage, dis-
able, or impede the operation of a 
VMS, or attempt any of the same. Ves-
sels fishing outside the geographic area 
of operation of the installed VMS will 

be in violation of the VMS require-
ment. 

(f) Interruption. When the vessel oper-
ator is aware that transmission of 
automatic position reports has been in-
terrupted, or when notified by NMFS 
that automatic position reports are not 
being received, the vessel operator 
must contact NMFS and follow the in-
structions given. Such instructions 
may include but are not limited to 
manually communicating to a location 
designated by NMFS the vessel’s posi-
tion or returning to port until the VMS 
is operable. 

(g) Repair and replacement. After a 
fishing trip during which interruption 
of automatic position reports has oc-
curred, the vessel’s owner or operator 
must replace or repair the VMS unit 
prior to the vessel’s next trip. Repair 
or reinstallation of a VMS unit or in-
stallation of a replacement, including 
change of communications service pro-
vider shall be in accordance with the 
checklist provided by NMFS and re-
quire the same certification. 

(h) Access. As a condition to obtain-
ing a LAP for Atlantic swordfish, 
sharks, or tunas, all vessel owners or 
operators using pelagic or bottom 
longline or gillnet gear, subject to the 
VMS provisions of this section must 
allow NMFS, the USCG, and their au-
thorized officers and designees access 
to the vessel’s position data obtained 
from the VMS at the time of or after 
its transmission to the vendor or re-
ceiver, as the case may be. 

[64 FR 29135, May 28, 1999, as amended at 64 
FR 37705, July 13, 1999; 65 FR 47238, Aug. 1, 
2000; 68 FR 45169, Aug. 1, 2003; 68 FR 74788, 
Dec. 24, 2003; 69 FR 51012, Aug. 17, 2004] 

§ 635.70 Penalties. 

(a) General. See § 600.735 of this chap-
ter. 

(b) Civil procedures for Atlantic tuna. 
Because of the perishable nature of At-
lantic tuna when it is not chilled or 
frozen, an authorized officer may cause 
to be sold, for not less than its reason-
able market value, unchilled or 
unfrozen Atlantic tuna that may be 
seized and forfeited under ATCA and 
this part. 
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